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News From The Principal 
 
WELCOME SPARTAN STUDENTS & FAMILIES: 
 
The 2016-2017 School Year has gotten off to a great start.  We have added 
some wonderful new staff members to our Spartan Family.   This year offers us 
new opportunities to support you in the education of your students.   
 
Our vision is to prepare our students for the future by eliminating the need for 
remediation once they have entered high school.  This means that we will 
continue to hold all students to high expectations academically and behaviorally.  
Our Spartan S.T.A.Rs (Safe, Timely, Accountable, Respectful Students) will be 
introduced to more Blended Learning Classrooms that are designed to increase 
student engagement and improve the effectiveness of instruction.   
 
New this year we are asking all parents to register their students online through 
Infinite Campus’s Parent Portal.  If you have yet to register your student(s) we 
ask that you call or come to the building and allow us to support you through the 
process.  It is extremely important that we have updated contact information for 
each student that attends Starbuck.  Please know that we are always looking 
for ways to improve our communication with families and are always open to 
feedback.  
 
Over the next few months there will be a parent satisfaction survey sent out 
digitally.  If you have the ability to fill it out we would appreciate it.  This allows 
us to continue to grow as an organization.   I want to thank you for your support 
and allowing us the opportunity to work with some of the most amazing students 
in the City of Racine.  
 
“Everyday is a Great Day to be a Spartan” 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Andre Bennett 
Directing Principal 
 



PTSA News 
Hello Starbuck Families!  I hope the PTSA is finding you all well and ready for the new school 
year.  This year, the PTSA memberships are still $7.00 and are available in the office.  Please 
see Laurie and she can get you the form.  Our meeting dates for this year will be as follows:  
September 13, 2016, November 8, 2016, January 10, 2017, and March 4, 2017.   There may be 
a meeting in May which will be announced.  We are working on Dine Out Nights, with more 
information coming out soon.  We have the Starbuck Logo Cups available through the office.  
Each one costs $10.00 and comes in three different styles – water bottle, thermal coffee cup and 
tumbler cup.  Also, there are bags of peanuts for sale for $3.00 per bag and each bag purchased 
receives a free appetizer card, valued up to $7.00 from Texas Roadhouse.  This is an election 
year for the PTSA Board of Directors.  If you are interested in becoming a member, or a position 
on the board for the 2017-2018 school year, please join us at a meeting.  As always, if you have 
any questions, please feel free to send me an email.       

Heidi Nicolazzo 
        Starbuck PTSA President 
        Beautifulswan3@yahoo.com 

BUY YOURS TODAY! 
Jostensyearbooks.com 

 
There’s nothing else like getting your copy of the Starbuck Middle School official yearbook.  It’s the limited 
edition collection of our school’s stories for this year.  Don’t let your student miss out on sharing and reliving 
the big events that will make this year special. 
 
 
Book Price - $31.00       $6.00 for Name Personalization 
Order deadline for 4 free icons:  9/30/16 

Have you filled out your emergency contact information online? 
 
RUSD's emergency contact information is now online! This means that all the information that 
was once on the paper emergency cards is now stored in the Infinite Campus Parent Portal. If 
you haven’t done so already, please login to your Infinite Campus Parent Portal account and 
make sure your emergency contact information is up to date and accurate.  
 
If you need help logging in, please visit www.rusd.org for step-by-step directions or contact the 
main office. 

 

http://www.rusd.org/


    

 

Welcome back to school from Team Titans (formerly Team Gr8s).  We are all excited to be back 
with a fun new group of students.  We would also like to welcome several new teachers to our team 
- Mrs. Ferger - science and advanced science; Mr. McCoy - math and algebra; and Mrs. Lewis - 
Special Ed.  We have many exciting things planned for this year.  There will be a challenge 
competition between enrichment classes.  Students will compete in a variety of challenges 
throughout the year.  There is a travelling trophy for the winning class to display.  Look for updates 
on the book fair that we will be having after Thanksgiving.  We are also preparing for our field trip 
in November to JA Finance.  The field trip is for all 8th grade students and is free to 
parents.  Students will have the opportunity to spend the day as an adult.  They will complete a 
simulation where they gain understanding of the financial responsibilities and processes of being 
an adult.  As we get to the second half of September, the teachers are diving into the curriculum. 
 
Mr. Butzen - Social Studies - Students are currently finishing up their family history projects.  Next 
week will be the start of Chapter One - Native Americans. 
 
Mrs. Ferger - Science - Students are working on lab safety and the introduction to chemistry.   
 
Mrs. Hinze - English - Students will be starting the book The Giver.  They will be working 
collaboratively in groups throughout this unit.  Students are expected to read at home in order to 
be prepared for the class work.  A complete calendar for the unit can be found on Mrs. Hinze’s 
website at https://sites.google.com/a/rusd.org/eng8hh/home and then clicking on the Curriculum 
Calendar tab. 
 
Mr. McCoy - Algebra - Variables - Using variables in place of numbers in equations (or inequalities) 
allows the statement of relationships among that are unknown or unspecified.  Equivalence - Any 
algebraic equation can be represented using symbols in an infinite number of ways where each 
representation has the same solution.  Math - Beginning with familiar number sense topics helps 
students transition into the Grade 8 content. Turning decimal expansions into fractions and 
deepening understanding of the meaning of decimal expansions sets a firm foundation for 
understanding rational and irrational numbers. Students will learn that the square roots of perfect 
squares are rational numbers and that square root of non-perfect square roots and cube roots are 
irrational numbers. 

 

Team Titans 

Olympians
ss 
 

Hello Team Olympian families!  We are enjoying getting to know your students this year. In 
Science, we are starting our chemistry unit.  Students are expected to have a syllabus and safety 
contract signed by a guardian and returned before they may begin performing experiments. 
English students are getting ready to read The Giver.  In math, students are beginning to learn 
about rational and irrational numbers. We are starting a new textbook series, this includes QR 
codes for quick tutorials to help you. In Social Studies we are starting to learn about Native 
Americans.  

https://sites.google.com/a/rusd.org/eng8hh/home


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Your School Counselors 

 
This year has gotten off to a great start and we are so excited to work with all of you this school 
year.  As we get back into the swing of things, we have put together some suggestions to help 
your family have a successful and fun school year. 

 Eat healthy!  Starting each day with breakfast is the best way to fuel a body and prepare for 
daily challenges. Reminder: Starbuck has a daily breakfast program for our students. Please 
contact us for more information. 
  
Be active! Getting involved in school-wide activities will help your child develop a sense of 
community with our school. School activities encourage students to succeed by setting 
expectations about attendance, grades and behavior.  They are also a great way to meet new 
friends and have fun! 
  
*8th Grade Announcements: 8th grade students will be participating in Individual Planning 
Conferences with Ms. Hagen to help them prepare for high school and beyond. 
Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to attend.  Sign up will be available at Parent/teacher 
conferences on November 3rd and 4th.  If you cannot make conferences a letter will be sent with 
information OR better yet, contact Ms. Hagen, after parent/teacher conferences, to set up a 
conference time that works best for you! 
 
FREE Vitamin Program!!  Lakeview Pharmacy (516 Monument Square, Racine, WI) is offering 
a FREE Kids Vitamin Program for each kid in your family ages 4-12 years old.  Parent/Guardian 
must pick up the 30 day supply of Mason Natural Children’s Vitamins each month.   
 
Your Counselors 
 

Ms. Gast – 6th Gr., Ms. Hagen – 8th Gr., Mrs. Witherspoon – 7th Gr. 
 

The Department of Special Education is pleased to announce that we have designated Parent Liaisons 
for Special Education topics to help guide and support parents of students with special needs.  The Parent 
Liaisons will be hosting meetings on a variety of topics.  The meetings will be held at RUSD Administrative 
Service Center in Building 2, Hoods Creek Room (3109 Mt. Pleasant Street Racine, WI 53404) from 5-6 
PM on the following dates/topics: 

 
September 29:  Who We Are As Parent Liaisons 

October 27:  Participating in IEPs and Participating in Parent/Teacher Conferences 
January 26:  Resources for our Children 

February 22:  Summer Planning, Getting Ready! 
March 30:  Transition Planning, My Child Has Graduated, Now What? (Don't Wait Before it's Too Late) 

May 25:  End of the year wrap up 

 

Your RUSD Special Education Parent Liaison is: 

 
Michele French 

runonheart@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:runonheart@gmail.com


  

Seventh grade Team Orange welcomes you back 
to Starbuck Middle School.   Our Team teachers 
are the same in math, science and language arts, 
and we welcome Ms. Kaye, our new social studies 
teacher to “The Orange”. This article will acquaint 
you with the recent learning activities going on in 
Team Orange classrooms.   

 
Science class has started our first book, on the 
subject of ecology.  They ventured outside to 
identify biotic and abiotic factors, and will be doing 
labs on ecosystems, populations, and 
competition’s effect on predation. 
 
Social studies class begins with a refresher and 
continuation of World Geography themes and 
terms.  They will begin our first full unit on Europe 
in October.  Ms. Kaye is excited to be teaching 
many of the same students as last year, when she 
taught 6th grade. 
 
Mrs. Hammond's classes have begun the journey 
in 7th grade English!  Getting to know each other 
better is how they have spent the first few 
days.  It's exciting to have new furniture for their 
blended learning stations as they tackle new 
concepts. Their first theme centers around 
community as they read Seedfolks and then write 
their own version creating new characters.  The 
creative juices will be flowing in Room 204!  
.   
Finally, Mrs. Covelli’s Math and Pre-Algebra 
classes have begun working out of their new 7th 
Grade Go Math workbooks.  The first two modules 
cover operations with integers. 

 
That’s all for this month’s edition of the “Orange 
Report”.  We look forward to achallenging and 
successful school year.  Enjoy our beautiful fall 
weather!! 

Peter Harrison 
262-664-6500 

 

 

The Orange Report 

Social Studies – Students are learning about 
world time zones this week. The goal is for 
students to be able to identify the different time 
zones and be able to do time zone conversions 
in class.  
 
Upcoming: Bully Prevention and Positive Impact 
will be looking for student mentors by the end of 
September. These students need to be reliable 
and show positive support for their school.  This 
can be any 6th,7th, or 8th grade student. 
 
English - Students will be starting the first novel of 
the year, Seedfolks, this week.  Please talk to 
them about how this book’s theme relates to 
community.  We will also be MAP testing for 
English the last week of September.  Please 
ensure they come to school every day, get enough 
sleep and eat a good breakfast. 
 
Math- Students have been working on hands-on 
and team building activities. Students are working 
on completing their Fall Math MAP test, I 
encourage you to ask your child how they did and 
their goals. The student math book can be found 
online, no login is required. The book can be found 
by the following steps: 

1) Go to www.google.com 
2) Search “GO Math grade 7” 
3) Click on the first link, should be 

my.hrw.com 
 

The extended link is:  
https://my.hrw.com/content/hmof/math/gomath/ca
/gr7/ese_9780544248496_/index1.html 
 
Howling Ladybugs Contact Information: 
Math - Mrs. Albright - kaitlyn.albright@rusd.org 
Social Studies - Mr. Hazen -  nathan.hazen@rusd.org 
English - Mrs. Stapleman - karen.stapleman@rusd.org 
Science - Mr. Allemang - justin.allemang@rusd.org 
Team Teacher  - Mr. Lewis - kedric.lewis@rusd.org 
Team Teacher - Mr. Morey - john.morey2@rusd.org 

http://www.google.com/


 
 
  

 

Welcome new students and families!  Team Bulldogs has an exciting year planned for you!  
Team Bulldogs’ teachers are:  Mrs. Ahnen, Ms. Coolidge, Mr. Davison, Mrs. Gasperi, Ms. 
Gudaitis, and Ms. Panjan.  In Ms. Panjan’s math classes, we have started investigating 
the intricacies of integers.  Science has started out studying lab safety and then Ms. 
Gudaitis’ class will move onto technology.  We’re exploring global geography, while 
brushing up on our map skills, and taking a close look at current events with Mrs. Ahnen 
in Social Studies.  Mr. Davison has his English classes up in arms while they study conflict 
and prepare to write personal narratives.  Please make sure your student is getting enough 
sleep and a hearty breakfast over the next couple of weeks, as we will be MAP testing and 
want our students to reach their fullest potential.  
            

 

 

Sixth graders on Team Warhawks are off to a great start!!!  Warhawk teachers are glad to see 
everyone getting into the swing of things.  There are a few important things to remember in order 
to stay successful in middle school.  Please remember to bring your planner sheet and materials 
to every single class.  Also, it’s your student’s responsibility to check for work they missed when 
absent.   

 
Please feel free to contact your Warhawk teachers at anytime.  

 
kathleen.asher@rusd.org (ELA, SS) 
michelle.fritsch@rusd.org (Math, SS) 
dana.leair@rusd.org (Science, SS) 
brittani.nierman@rusd.org (All subjects) 

RUSD Engages Community as Work Begins to Transform our Middle Schools 
 
The Racine Unified School District is seeking feedback from all of its stakeholders as we work to transform 
our middle schools.  Our goal is to ensure that every RUSD middle school provides an excellent 
educational experience for students and that parents in RUSD have great middle school choices.  
 
On September 8, 2016, you should have received an email invitation to participate in an engagement 
process called Thoughtexchange.  Thank you for taking the time to complete the first phase.  Now, it’s 
time for step two – the Star Step!  Please take just a few minutes to complete this very important step as 
we work to prioritize what is important to you! 
 
If you did not receive an invitation, please visit the RUSD website (www.rusd.org) to request an invitation 
to participate.  We ask that you take just a few minutes to share your voice with us. 
 
Later this fall, the District will share results of this engagement process and plans for transforming our 
middle schools.  
 

Bulldogs 

mailto:kathleen.asher@rusd.org
mailto:michelle.fritsch@rusd.org
mailto:dana.leair@rusd.org
mailto:brittani.nierman@rusd.org
http://www.rusd.org/


 
 
 

  
 

2016 - 2017 
Calendar of Events 

2 Hr. Early Release – Staff Development ---------------- October 14 

Staff Development – No School --------------------- October 27 & 28 

2 Hr. Early Release for Conferences -------------------- November 3 

Parent/Teacher Conferences ------------------------------ November 4 

Thanksgiving Break --------------------------------- November 24 & 25 

Holiday Recess --------------------- December 22 – January 2, 2017 

School Resumes----------------------------------------- January 3, 2017 

Martin Luther King Day – No School ---------------------- January 16 

2 Hr. Early Release – Staff Development ---------------- January 20 

2 Hr. Early Release – Staff Development --------------- February 17 

Winter Break --------------------------------------------------- February 20 

2 Hr. Early Release for Conferences ------------------------March 23 

Parent/Teacher Conferences ----------------------------------March 24 

Spring Recess --------------------------------------------------- April 14-21 

School Resumes---------------------------------------------------- April 24 

2 Hr. Early Release – Staff Development --------------------- May 19 

Memorial Day -------------------------------------------------------- May 29 

Last Day of School* ------------------------------------------------- June 9 

 

Proposed Summer School ----------------------- June 19 – August 3 

 

*Contingent on Snow Days 

 


