% THE CHEETAH CHATTER
B W.C. GIESE SCHOOL

January, 2015 Volume 49 - Number 5

Dear Giese Families,

Welcome to the Holiday Edition of the 2014 - 2015 Cheetah Chatter. This was the last day
of school for your child. All children will return to school on Monday, January 5%.

In order to plan ahead, I wanted to make you aware that there is a 3-hour Early Release
scheduled for Friday, January 16. Your child will be released at 11:45am on this day. Also,
your child will be off of school on Monday, January 19 for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Speaking of the PTA, the next meeting will take place on Tuesday, January 13 at 6:00pm in
the Giese Library. Please consider stopping by to hear of the exciting things planned for the
remainder of the year! Volunteers are always welcome!

The month of January and February will find all of our Giese Cheetahs (K-5) taking the
NWEA/MAP assessments in reading and math. Our Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2
Cheetahs will also take a PALS assessment during this period. It is extremely important that
all of our students give their best effort. The data from these assessments will help drive
our instruction for the remainder of the school year.

Regardless of your beliefs during this time of the year, I would like to take a moment and
wish each and every Giese Family the best! Enjoy this time of the year with your family. As
I am learning all too well, our children grow up way too fast! © Also, take a moment and let
those who are important to you know how you feel.

In the interest of practicing what I preach, 1 would like to take a moment and let the
following groups of people know how important they are to me:
e My Family: for putting up with me through the ups and downs of this job
The Giese Staff: The best group of people any principal could ask for
The Giese PTA: it is truly amazing what 3 people are able to do fora school
The Giese Families: With your support, anything is possible
The Giese Cheetahs: for putting a smile on my face every morning that bell rings

Thank you for your time and continued commitment to Giese Elementary...the best kept
secret in RUSD!

Respectfully,

Thomas Hyland

Directing Principal - Giese Elementary
“The BEST kept secret in RUSD!”

2013 Title I School of Recognition
2014 Title I School of Recognition



4 year old Kindergarten
I hope that everyone enjoyed the holiday break. It’s time to welcome a new year,
and I look forward to all it will bring. January is going to be a busy month in
Room 7. Winter Pre-K Pals testing will take place beginning on the 12th. I am
eager to see the growth that comes from all the hard work we have been putting
in. Please help develop early literacy skills at home. Reading to your child and
having them read to you are two of the best activities you can do to help your
child be prepared for Kindergarten. We are also working on rhyme and name
writing, which can be practiced at home. Our Family Involvement Activity for
this month is a sledding trip to Lockwood (Graceland) Park on the 23, If the
weather doesn’t cooperate, we will have a play date with snack in Room 7.
Speaking of winter activities, please make sure your child is dressed for the
weather. Please see me if you are in need of winter gear, as I received a generous
donation.

Kindergarten
Hope you have a restful and joyous holiday vacation.
LEARNING: The children in kindergarten have worked hard learning many new
skills in reading, math, and writing. We enjoy seeing them have proud moments
when they learn something new and try something difficult. Your efforts to make
school important to you and your child shows in their positive attitude toward
their learning and behavior. Continue to turn in your homework and reading
logs.
- THANK YOU: A big thanks to all the families who helped us with the Polar
Express Family Day. We appreciated and enjoyed having the extra adult help to
make the afternoon a success. We enjoyed seeing the movie and comparing it to
the book. Please take time to read books to your chiid and taik about the
characters, the setting, and the parts of the story (beginning, middle, and end.)
Also don’t forget anytime you read to your child or your child reads to you can be
added to the reading log sheets (including Great America.)
WEATHER: Just a reminder to label your child’s belongings, especially since we
get lots of clothing that is similar (i.e. black gloves, black hats, black snow pants,
etc.) In the classroom, the temperature fluctuates, so multiple layers to put on or
take off help make the day comfortable. Also, during the winter months we have
recess daily as long as the temperature and/ or wind chill is higher than 10
degrees. Recess is about 15 minutes, so please make sure your child is prepared
with boots and snow pants, especially when snow-is on the ground. Also a change
of clothes including socks in your child’s backpack can be helpful if your child
gets wet from the snow.
FUNDRAISER: We are working on a fundraiser to help offset the cost of our field
trips this spring. More information will be coming home soon. Think, Krispy
Kreme, yum!
Hope you and your family have a Happy New Year!



First Grade
Happy New Year! We hope everyone has had joyful holidays!

We encourage you to make sure your child is well prepared for winter recess.
Hats, mittens, snow pants, warm coats and boots are a must. An extra pair of
socks is always good to have. (Please label everything!) The children love to
play in the snow and without proper clothing they end up wet and unhappy for
the remainder of the day! The children may not go in the snow if they don’t have
BOTH snow pants and boots. As the days get colder you may also want to have
an extra sweater or sweatshirt for your child to put on if they get.cold in the
classroom.

Please check with your child to see if they are in need of school supplies,
especially crayons, pencils, erasers and dry erase markers. A classroom supply
that we are always in need of is tissue! With the cold weather our noses are

always running!

Keep practicing addition and subtraction facts. Read with your child every night
also! Remember to practice reading their sight word flashcards.

Beginning in January through February we will have testing for PALS and MAP.
Please make sure your child gets adequate sleep and eats breakfast.

Second Grade

The second grade team would like to wish you Happy Holidays. We were very
proud of our students at the concert, they did great!

With winter weather arriving we would like to stress the importance of boots and
snow pants for recess. Mittens, hats, and scarves too! It’s cold out there! Indoors
a spare sweatshirt to keep on their hook is recommended for when the

temperatures fluctuate.

Some students are still in need of headphones. With our programs required by
the district, headphones are required. Please check with your child to see if they
are in need of them. PALS and MAP testing will be coming later this month. The
quarter is also coming to a quick end.

We will begin a new schedule as on January 5th. Second grade will have recess
from 11:30 -11:45. Lunch will follow from 11:55 — 12:25. NO snacks can be
brought to lunch if your child is having a school lunch. Thank you for your

support.




Third Grade

_ Students should be reading for at least 10-15 minutes every night.
Encourage them to think about what they have read, ask questions.
Please continue to encourage your child to study his/her spelling and
vocabulary words. Students should also continue to practice ALL
math facts. We have taught all the multiplication facts and division
facts. Practice, practice, practice.......flash cards work great!!!

Fourth Grade
Happy New Year! We hope everyone has had joyful holidays!

We encourage you to make sure your child is well prepared for winter recess.
Hats, mittens, snow pants, warm coats and boots are a must. An extra pair of
socks is always good to have. (Please label everything!) The children love to
play in the snow and without proper clothing they end up wet and unhappy for
the remainder of the day! The children may not go in the snow if they don’t have
BOTH snow pants and boots. As the days get colder you may also want to have
an extra sweater or sweatshirt for your child to put on if they get cold in the
classroom.

Please check with your child to see if they are in need of school supplies,
especially crayons, pencils, erasers and dry erase markers. A classroom supply
that we are always in need of is tissue! With the cold weather our noses are
always running!

Keep practicing addition and subtraction facts. Read with your child every night
also! Remember to practice reading their sight word flashcards.

Beginning in January through February we will have testing for PALS and MAP.
Please make sure your child gets adequate sleep and eats breakfast.

Fifth Grade
The fifth graders just completed their algebra unit in math. Most students did
very well on the topic test. We are now working on multiplying and dividing with
decimals. Life skills with Mr. James will be wrapping up after the holiday
break. He has met with the students each Wednesday teaching them how to
handle different situations that will come up through their adolescent years. He
has given them a lot of knowledge about the effects that drugs and alcohol can
have on the body too. Please have your child keep up with reading for pleasure
over the holiday break. We had library class this past week, so they should all
have new books for the break. Have a safe and joyous holiday break. See you
next year on January 5, 2015!



Bridge Room
We have been working very hard in the Bridge Room, and I would like to thank
you for all you do for the kids! Make sure to utilize the online resource guides at
home. Practice work will continue to go in backpacks along with the daily
communication logs. Reading at home is vital to students’ learning. Remember to
keep filling out the Six Flags Great America reading log to get a free ticket! We
have started food labs and many life skills are being acquired from these labs. If
there are any questions, concerns or comments, please feel free to contact me at
kaitlyn.nelson@rusd.org. I wish you a Happy Holiday and a Happy New Year! —
Miss Nelson
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“Posijtive Behaviors, Interventions & Supports”

PBIS STUDENTS of the MONTH
Congratulations to the following students
who were named our November PBIS

students of the month:
Zachariah Keszler Room 7 a.m.
Muzique Moore Room 7 p.m.

Alana Knight Room 8

DeAmare Petty Room 16
Megan Green Room 18
Camarion Williams Room 19
Alannah Gordon Room 20
Lilly Goebel Room 21
Cole Cacciotti Room 22
Mason Hermes Room 23
Daniel Lerette Room 24
Quentin Billups Room 33
Karsten Calderon Room 34
Nathan Saravia Room 36
Jamier Pratt Room 37
Savannah Robinson Room 38
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A Note from the School Counselor

ERRRERRAR

As we approach the holiday season, our topic was generosity this
month. | started out each class with a list of free gifts that we can give
daily. Friendship, hugs, high fives, listening, helping, sharing, greeting,
inviting/including, smiles, spending time together, respect, empathy,
compliments, manners, appreciation etc...We kindly ask the teacher to
leave the classroom as another gift for them and we talk about how
hard they work each day creating fun learning activities, so they deserve
a break too. We make them cards and hang them on the door and
surprise them when they return. We even got to fill up the doors of
other teachers too. | hope you get some wonderful free gifts! Enjoy
the holiday season and Happy 2015!

Check out www.loveandlogic.com for some great parenting
resources.

As always feel free to contact us anytime with any questions or
concerns.

Mrs. Howard 664-8282 (Counselor)

Mrs. Podskarbi 664-8262 (Social Worker)

Attendance Line : 664-8255
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Did you know that there is an organization that works on getting discounted
materials into classroom with the help of generous donors, like you? Check out
the website:

www.Donorschoose.org

% Donors Choose.org

| Teachers ask. You chocse. Projects Gifis  About Help  Account @ &

LA ="l  Choosa a project for me

= -.;-:A_"éYI
Search
autism, military chiddren, tips

There are several classrooms in Racine with special projects to help students
here in our community. | also have a special project on the website for my
classroom. Any donation possible for our students - no matter the size - will help
students directly in the classroom. If you know anyone who is passionate about
education, please pass this along. Your tax-deductible donation will have a direct
impact on students right here at Giese (and future students, too!)

To learn more or donate:

1.  Visit my Teacher Page or another teacher’s page
http://www.donorschoose.org/project/warning-readers-on-board/1392438/

2. Choose one of the projects, enter the amount of your donation, and click
"Give"

Thanks:-so much,

Mrs. Wamboldt
Kindergarten Teacher
Giese Room 8



*1akojdwa pue Japnold Ajjunpoddo |enba ue s) yasn 'sauljepinb wesbold youn jooyds [eUoeN YASA SMOJ|0} huawws sy
'2|qIss0d UsyMm USBAIB aq fiim 9DON "Alpssaosu 9¢ Abw sabupyd nuaw  'stusipalbul J89q subjuoD, AjDa Niiw $0 @2104D  prrvaebeny oy i

*99.J-4NU PUD -3I0d 8D snUaW AIDJUSWS|T

'8{Isqem gsny eyy Lo 3|qojioAD
a0 sapine) ABuayy 9
5% WA UOIUYNN daisusys1dwod)

BUINS.  wASHOOH 89 IIPING 104 MOUS, -
WBujois @0l Buppss.  LBupioogmous, .
[2Al}oD ADjs ‘4no pjo3 s] j| yBnoyyly

3

Stres youn

57

salWS 8BUBIO

AS|POW Hinid sayopnad usp|oo a|ddy snojoeq pay
SUI0D 18quUINDND) Ysalq c%%ﬂ_dmﬁcoo_mmﬂmw%oﬁ Buissaig uoj oy suoag pa|yoy mmw%wwwwmwm_mﬂwﬂﬁ%
1j0020Ig PAUIDSS oJBUDLL UMOJIG USOH /M PDIDS SUIPLIOY 9598UD peppalus $0040404 pOddium
HIWMPLDS Alod mmomag Aa¥in] KPOL PO 8 *Momow '8 92NH&7 SUlDWIOY uayoD Eoua.on_
upSsaWIDg UaN2ID {aw /M 1iaybods /M ,S00D] Jo9g 1 j0ds mau e Ae poss
op|  StOUSisOOL YRS s - 7 5 R id ﬁ\m_
: _ jyzuow
SOBUBIC LUDDUOW jADQ Al Ayon] 8|ddnauld Adinf $1064 PaoIq “(pea ajqeraban mau e Aig E
SpNg 18MOINDD Usal s8jiws 9BuDIO 5103 Agog Ayounid Buissaiq youp TOOHDS ON :
PNE ISMOIINED US| 5107 1aquinono uses | seopojod paddium 155819 YoUod iAep Assnaasepreaiqies []
8onos buiddig so|qp}abap 1oy Jsuuig /M PDIOS SUIPWOY Aog Bupy :
DIOULOW /M SOy DZZid . aonpg Buiddig oUW : ipQoy 1sej 553|183 E
s&4lg I luoleddad POXIN INHOI0O FAARISIAPEUISMOH /m s1addiq pzzid ABUINT UHOW
ez sBoq uIoD W 7z /M psls Aingsijog 1z 0z 61| U0RNIOSaL SAR3A Bm_z..v
AU31RaY @ 3S00UD e
suisioy dwinid sojiws sBupIO e5nDsa|ddy LoWDUU TR
SPNg 1eMOlIIN0D Yysal4 pubupg 9jl1ad a)ddy snoojaq pey aoInr o|qpiebap . _w iihs mm.u
82N}197 8UIDWOY /M SpNg 11022019 Ysal DSOS Alsa7 oBuDpy OBUDW %001 100 J5QqUINDND s jg|qissod JaAsusYM WINIPOS
YoImpurs gqns 8sesyD | spound Agog Aysunid dig upag a|BuUpi!] UMOIg YsoH oy _occn_.un_a pup ‘spuaipaIBul jooyiY siobng
R ASINL PIOD 92||S bZzid 8588YD +SOYODN Joag pisald Allbd abBosnng Asyin] ﬂomQQE pe QE>> PeppYy ‘{04 PejoIN|DS [DWIUIN A
AVQ 3SVI13Y ATHV3 SIS 1SD0) YoUD ARIHD tloodod ADpP
91 gl id! £l ¢l Asas sionpaid yoly UoIS Sjoym A
$BUOWLOH YjMOID [o1DYIly
puLUDg 8}1}8d a|ddy snoioyag pay aoinr o|ddy %001 sI0ad Pedlq suisioy dwinid _ ONUIMAIN %1 10 894404 4
$19%201D YsSIP|oD sPNg 1109201g Ysal D9 J USPIDD) J9BMS Buissalg up|oy| sjoupD AQog AysuniD [ L > QM%H%W%%%%M
$80DWIo| AllayD supsg payog 85830 D||910ZZOW /M PDIRS auUPWoY $8OIS JequINDND Ysaly fEissiass R AR e
¥ 8588UD POPPSIYS /M UdIMpUps /M ,BIPDOH 9onng Bulddig DIOUIDW | 22y UMOIg PBUOSDSS A BS: Syl
pPoIRS USNIYD 184D ~ UaolyD Adsud [ogipay Aonos /M s1addig pzzid /M s1aBBnN uayoyD
6 8 z 9 Gl

Abpsaupapm Apbpsan} Abpuow

'§10T AIVANVT



New Year's Day

Giese B-Ball 4:30

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
School Resumes . i
Nutrition Program wrwmnmmuc__m:
o . 1Gr.1&4 o
L “B-DAY” “C-Day” “A-Day” "B-Day” “C-Day” e
Giese B-ball 4:30
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
e ) Nutrition Program 3 Hr. Early B o
i | Gr.1&4 Release 11:45 o o
o “A-Day” “B-Day” “C-Day” “A-Day” “B-Day” I
B-ball - BYE
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
‘M L King’s Day End of 1st ) )
i Semester .
_NO SCHoOL “C-Day” “A-Day” “B-Day” “C-Day”
: Giese B-ball 4:30
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
o Krispy Kreme Report cards go
R Fundraiser begins | home o
. "A-Day” “B-Day” “C-Day” “A-Day” “B-Day”




